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May, 2004                    Official Newsletter of the                 Vol2004 Iss 4     
                            Central Indiana Austin Healey Club   

 

      Special Reminders 

Next Meeting:  Tues, May 18, 
Logan’s Roadhouse, 4825 E 82nd,   
598-1347, social at 6:30 pm          
 
Springthing:  May 14-16, Bluegrass 
AH Club, Danville, KY, forms available
 
Indy 500 Party:  May 30, Jon 
Monies/Joan Wright, 1008 Nelson 
Ridge Rd, Columbus, IN, 10:00 am  
 
Marques on the Green:  June 5, 
St Joseph Children’s Home, 2823 
Frankfort Ave, Louisville, KY, forms 
available     
 
Indianapolis Concours Grand 
Prix:  June 19, Monument Circle, 
Indianapolis, IN, get details at  
www.indyconcours.com 
 
Conclave Texas 2004:  June 20-     
25, San Antonio, TX, get details at 
www.healeyclub.org  

Above Left:  Oldenburg, the            Above Right:  The old grist mill at Metamora        
“Village of Spires”                                                                                                     
  
    The Central Indiana Austin Healey Club is proud to announce its 
annual fall weekend event will be held Sept 24-25, 2004 in Batesville, 
IN.  The host hotel will be the comfortable 100-room Batesville Hamp- 
ton Inn, which features an indoor pool, whirlpool facilities and a free 
continental breakfast, just a few minutes away from the historic villag-
es of Oldenburg and Metamora. 
     Upon arrival Friday, CIAHCA will welcome you with Hoosier Hospi-
tality and an evening of funkhana.  On Saturday, a popularity car show 
along with a rallye tour among the scenic hills of southeastern Indiana 
will be our featured activities, followed by the awards dinner and silent 
auction at the Cricket Ridge Golf Club Saturday evening.  On Sunday 
morning, we will exchange our goodbyes and then depart for home. 
     So plan now to attend, and bring your Healey! 
  
                                                                            
            



      CIAHCA Officers     
        and Contacts   
          
             President  
             Jim Frakes 
         944 Laurel Lane    
     Noblesville, IN 46060 
         (317) 773-8676 
      jimf@frakes-eng.com    
 
             Vice President 
             Dick Storrs 
       4533 Abbey Drive  
       Carmel, IN 46033         
         (317) 844-9661 
    rastorrs4533@aol.com   
 
   Treasurer/Membership               
              Craig Rice 
       4245 Roland Road   
     Indianapolis, IN 46228 
        (317) 291-6881 
   craigsuerice@iquest.net 
 
     National Delegate     
           Jim Switzer    
   10392 Connaught Drive 
       Carmel, IN 46032 
        (317) 802-9264  
 jimswitzer@earthlink.net  
  
  Secretary/Overdrive  
          Roy Bowman  
    5851 N Central Ave  
  Indianapolis, IN 46220 
       (317) 465-1926  
 ei_timo415@earthlink.net   
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Springbring…continued from page 3 
 
Justin; Sherry and Dick Storrs; Eileen and Jim Burns; Bonnie and Jim Frakes and 
son, Doug; Robyn and Brent Porter; Roy Bowman; and Bruce Gilham and son, Elliot. 
Although some sprinkles impeded our car cleanup activity, we still enjoyed the 
camraderie of other Club members, the usual great hospitality of the Switzers and 
the wonderful food!  
 
Below:  Frakes’ BJ8 alone and alongside the Buick “Roadmaster Club ” (?).            Photos:  Jim Frakes   
 
 
                        

     May in Indiana can be a hazardous month to plan a Healey event, unless you
like cold rainy days!  Our Springbring at the Switzers was just that: cold and rainy. 
I started the day at the  annual Chrome Carnival Hot Rod show in Noblesville.  They 
had a very good turnout with some nice cars, but I was committed to our event at 
the Switzers.  So by noon, it was off to pick up Doug and Bonnie, who followed in 
the BJ9 Explorer.  What started as a beautiful day turned ominous by early after- 
noon, prompting the only other Healey then present, the Burcks’ 100, to return 
promptly for their BJ9.  Later, Bruce Gilham drove in with his BJ8.  As it turned out, 
the event became more of a Buick Roadmaster show, as both of the Rices’ cars and 
the Porters’ car were present and provided a photo opportunity.  As usual, this Club 
does know how to eat well, and our hosts, the Switzers, provided an excellent en- 
trée accompanied by numerous delicious pitch-in dishes.  No awards were given, but 
I think the culinary consensus seemed to be Jim Burn’s onion pie.  No cars were 
washed, but the usual Healey advice always provided a good time.  
     May 1st and 2nd again caught us by surprise after a week of beautiful weather 
for the annual British Car Show and Swap Meet sponsored by NE Ohio.  Brent and 
Robyn Porter drove my van (loaded), and Jon Monies and I drove the truck and 
trailer.  It was such a cold, windy, steady rain all-day type of day, so I never took 
anything out of the trailer.  Although I sold several parts, it would be difficult to see 
the difference in the large quantity I had with me.  We did manage to renew some 
old acquaintances on Saturday night, which is always the start to a new Healey 
driving season.  
     Speaking of driving, this is the month designated nationally as Healey Driving 
Month, especially the last week of the month.  If yours is not on the road, call and 
see if a tech session can help.  We love tech sessions!  
     Don’t forget BGAHC’s Springthing in Danville, KY on May 14th to the 16th.  We 
have several of our members planning to attend including Bonnie, Doug and me. 
We look forward to seeing many of you there and the rest of you at this month’s 
meeting, which again returns to Logan’s steakhouse on 82nd  Street just west of 
Allisonville Rd.  
 
Jim 



                                                       April Meeting Minutes                  

 

 BJ8 bookends above at Springbring:  Left is Robyn Porter beside Bruce Gilham’s.  On the right (from left to right) Bruce and Elliot    
 Gilham, Jim Frakes, Jim Richmond, and Jim Switzer look over Frakes’ Healey convertible.                          
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Date and Place:   Apr 20, 2004, at Oaken Barrel Pub, Greenwood   
Attendees:  Craig Rice, Dick & Ruth Buis, Jim & Sandy Burck, Roy Bowman, Brent Porter, Dick Storrs, Fred 
Southworth, John Mann, Paul Imel, Jim Frakes, Joan Wright, and Jon Monies                                                      
     After a social hour, Jim Frakes called us to order at about 7:33 pm.   
Mar Meeting Minutes – were approved as published in OVERDRIVE.   
Treasurer/Membership - Craig Rice reported that we now have 57 memberships, including new members 
Stephen and Kim Peyton, the owners of a ’63 Sprite.      
Calendar - a list, not including our own September Fest, of events discussed include our Healey cleanup day 
Springbring, Apr 24 at Switzers’; the NE Ohio Swap Meet, May 1-2; and the Bluegrass Club’s Springthing, May 
14-16; Marques on the Green, June 5; Conclave Texas, June 20-25; Ohio Valley AHC’s Edgewater Park British 
Car Show, July 18; NE IN AHC’s Lemon Creek British Car Field Day, September 11; IN BC Union’s British Car 
Days, September 17-19 in Brownsburg and the Miami Valley AHC’s Fall Round-Up, changed to Oct 8-9.  Also 
brought up were the Monies/Wright Indy 500 party, May 30; the Indianapolis Concours Grand Prix show, at 
Monument Circle, June 19; and the IN BC Union’s London to Brighton Run, July 17.        
September Fest -  Jim Frakes confirmed the Batesville Hampton Inn as the host hotel and the Cricket Ridge 
Golf Club as the site of the awards dinner.  He also distributed a draft brochure/registration form for comment.  
Regarding event regalia, those present decided on a polo shirt design with a BJ8 car image.  Also - 
Auction Master - Brent Porter                                  Awards        - dash plaques priced by Jon Monies                   
Hospitality       - Ruth and Dick Buis                         Car Show     - Ron Francis and Gene Marinacci to be asked  
Registration     - Sue Rice and Mary Lou Gifford         Rallye Tour  - was discussed with Pat Bruce  
50/50 Raffle    - Jo Switzer                
Other Club Activities  -  Dick Storrs briefly described a couple of interesting potential day tours in the Columbus 
or the Bloomington areas, most likely for a July or August Saturday.  In addition, he raised the idea of an over-
night in the South Bend area for a suitable October weekend.        
Next Meeting Place - Our May 18th meeting place will again be at Logan’s Roadhouse.  
We then adjourned at about 8:55 pm.    

                                                              Switzers’ Springbring
 
     On Saturday April 24, Jo and Jim Switzer hosted a Healey cleanup and pitch-in dinner party, providing some 
wonderful hot beef and drinks.  Welcoming our Texas friends, Karen and Jim Richmond, were Ruth and Dick Buis;
Sandy and Jim Burck; Joan Wright and Jon Monies; Sue and Craig Rice and their daughter, Piper, and grandson, 
                                                                                                                                    continued on page 2     
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                                      Clothes make the man, and maybe the Big Race                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                              
                    

     Perhaps one of the strangest fashion statements in 500 history occurred in 1955 with the new Sumar
Streamliner Special.  The car, essentially a Kurtis-Kraft D chassis powered by a Meyer-Drake Offenhauser, 
but clothed in a special, aerodynamically designed body and cockpit canopy, was the entry of Chapman S. 
Root with driver Jimmy Daywalt, and looked more like a futuristic Le Mans sports prototype than an open 
wheel Indy roadster of the day.   
     Root, from Terre Haute, IN was the grandson and successor of Chapman J. Root, the family patriarch  
who in 1901 founded The Root Glass Company, which specialized in the manufacture of glass bottles and 
other glass containers capable of withstanding high internal pressures.  In 1905, the elder Root opened a 
second plant which made Root Mason jars, then selling that line to the Ball brothers of Muncie in 1908.  
But in 1915, the Roots grew to national prominence through a bottle design contest sponsored by The Coca 
Cola Company.  Coca Cola was interested in a new bottle design for its soft drink, so distinctive that it could   

be recognized even in the dark or in broken pieces.  The Root Glass Com-
Company submitted a design, and it won !  This began a long and storied 
relationship between the Roots and Coca-Cola that would make trademark 
history.  The Root Glass Company itself continued to enjoy immense suc-
cess, becoming in the early 1930s, the largest glass plant of its type in the 
country, employing over 1000 people.   These facilities were merged in 1932 
with Owens-Illinois Glass, and the Roots then invested in Coca-Cola bottling 
plants and other ventures across the country.                    

 

     Jimmy Daywalt, from Wabash, IN began driving for Root in the 1953 Indy 
500.  He qualified Root’s Kurtis Offy roadster and finished 6th, one of only six 
to finish the race without relief due to the extreme heat, winning the coveted 
Stark and Wetzel Trophy as Rookie of the Year.  However, the next day, he 
flipped his sprinter at the famed high banks at Winchester and was hospitaliz-
ed, unable to receive the award at the 500 awards banquet.  Not wanting him 
to miss receiving the accolades due their local hero, his fellow Wabash citi-
zens decided quickly to sponsor a special banquet in Wabash instead to fete 
him as soon as he was well enough to attend.  Fortunately, he recovered 
enough to be released a few days later, and the banquet was on.  The event 
                                                                                    continued  on page 5   
Bottom right:  Daywalt receives the Stark and Wetzel Trophy  

Above:  Chapman S. Root alongside his sleek Streamliner in 1955. 
Right:   The original 1915 winning Coca-Cola bottle design.   
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attracted many sports and other celebrities, other 500 drivers, local officials and many fans, including 
Sid Collins, the famed voice of the 500, Wilbur Shaw, then President of the Speedway, and Stark and 
Wetzel executives to formally present the award.  The overall response was overwhelming to the organ- 
izers, with over 500 people in attendance! 
                                                                                                                                                                             
               

     Root and Daywalt continued their promising association in the 1954 500,
with Daywalt qualifying 2nd.  (Top Left:  The 1954 drivers’ meeting with Day- 
walt in his proper front row position.)  In the race, he led for 8 laps, before 
crashing out on lap 111. 
     But in 1955, the new Streamliner would be difficult.  Daywalt, from the 
start,  felt claustraphobic under the plastic canopy.  So, it was quickly removed. 
Also, as an open wheeler, he had initial problems visualizing his exact line with 
the front wheels covered.  The body cover would also make it harder to quickly 
ascertain the degree of tire wear.  But the greatest problem was in the hand- 
ling.  The ultra streamlining of the body caused air rushing over the surface 
to act like flow over an airplane wing.  The result was that at high speeds air- 
flow tended to lift the rear of the car right off the ground, especially critical in 
the turns.  Moreover, air packed up inside the fenders without proper escape, 
causing 100s of pounds of excessive drag.  Unable to make suitable speed, the 
Streamliner passed on a qualifying attempt during the initial weekend.  Talk  
around Gasoline Alley was that it was a flop.     
                                           Root decided to bring in a design expert from  
                                      Allison Aircraft, who, after a few hours at the Speed- 
                                      way, advised that changes could be made to remedy
                                      the situation.  But finally, it was clear that only a rad-
                                      ical approach would do in the remaining time left to 
                                      make the show.  So, the order was given to undress 
                                      her!  What was revealed was her underwear of ulgy 
                                      inner body panels with various accessory parts like  
                                      the side-mounted oil tank now in full view.  (Mid-       
                                             left:  A smiling Daywalt sits in the new “streamliner” 
                                      after qualifying 17th.)  Upon qualifying, Daywalt ex-  
                                      claimed, “That was the hardest drive I’ve ever made 
                                      in my life!”  In the race itself, he brought it home 9th.
                                                                                                                 

  Root and driver Marshall Teague failed to qualify the 
Streamliner for the ’56 race.  Teague, an early NASCAR 
pioneer, was known as the ”King of the Beach” for his 
prowess racing on the sands of Daytona in his famed 
Hudson Hornets.  But in 1953, after an apparent falling 
out with Bill France, Sr, he left NASCAR completely.  He 
drove again for Root in the 1957 500, finishing 7th in a 
typical open wheel Kurtis Offy roadster.     
     Root and Teague in Feb, 1959 brought out the   
Streamliner once again, attempting to set the closed  
course speed record at 180+ mph at the new Daytona   
International Speedway.  After achieving 171+ on Feb   
10th, the next day Teague crashed and was killed.  This  
episode would mark the end of the racing career of the 
Sumar Streamliner Special.                                  

Bottom left:  Today, a restored Sumar Streamliner near its museum home 
                      in Daytona  
Sources:   www.angelfire.com/in4/jimmydaywalt; www.indy500.com/stats/; 
               http://home.earthlink.net/~tray001/hudson.misc/m_teague; 
               www.indystate.edu/community/vchs/history        
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     Jan 29 Manns’ Tech  Session  

 

      Feb 29 Brit Swap Meet    

 

 

 

   Sept 11      Lemon Creek     

          17-19 British Car Days   

          24-25 September Fest     

Apr 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri4 Sat 

      1 2 3 

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 X 21 22 23 24 

25 26    27       28  29 30  

      Feb 2004          
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8` 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 X 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29        

       

Mar 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 7  8 9  10 11 12 13 

14 15 X 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29    30      31     

  
   Jun 5      Marques on the Green   
        19     Concours Grand Prix 
        20-25 Conclave Texas       
 
 Dec 4      Xmas Party (tentative)   

Jan 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri    Sat 

      1 2 3 

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 X 21 22 23 24 

25 26    27       28  29 30 31 

Jun 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 5 

 6  7 8  9 10 11 12 

13 14 X 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28    29      30    

      May 2004         
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 X 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

        

   Oct 8-9  Fall Roundup 

        9-10 Abingdon Trials   

           

Jul 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri   Sat 

      1 2 3 

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 X 21 22 23 24 

25 26    27       28  29 30 31 

     Aug 2004          
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8` 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 X 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

       

Sept 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 4 

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 X 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Oct 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri4 Sat 

       1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 X 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

Nov 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 X 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

Dec 2004 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29  30 31   

       

Jul 17  London to Brighton Run  

     18  Edgewater Brit Car Show     

                  

    

       

 

 

  

 May 14-16 Springthing          

        20-23 SE Classic   

        30      Monies/Wright 500  

                 Party        


